Musical training sharpens behavioral tuning more saliently than peripheral tuning.
Musical training appears to enhance performance at both peripheral and central auditory sites. We compared behavioral and peripheral frequency tuning in normal-hearing musicians and nonmusicians, whose native language is Mandarin. The results indicate that, at higher probe frequencies, musical training sharpens behavioral tuning more saliently than peripheral tuning. The improved peripheral tuning for musician appears to result principally from efferent top-down control rather than local cochlear changes.